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December 16, 2015; 
Revised March 14, 2016 
 
 
Donna Beddow 
County of San Diego  
Planning and Development Services 
5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 310 
San Diego, California  92123  
 
RE: Cultural Resources Negative Findings for the Tractor Supply – Valley Center Project, San 

Diego County, California (PDS2015-MUP-15-029; PDS2015-STP-15-005; Environmental 
Log No. PDS2015-ER-15-08-007) 

 
Please be advised that a survey has been conducted for the above-referenced project.  It 

has been determined that there are no cultural resources present on this property.  The project has 
been plotted on the attached USGS Valley Center, California 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle 
map for your information.  The pertinent survey data is presented below:  
 

County: San Diego  
USGS 7.5' Quadrangle: Valley Center 
Date: Digital (no date)  
Section: 24 
Township: 11 South 
Range: 2 West  
Other Locational Data: The project can be found at 27444 Valley Center Road, west of the 
intersection of Valley Center Road and Charlan Road in the community of Valley Center, 
California 
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs): 186-270-10, 186-270-12, and 186-270-24 
UTM: 1926869.756 E / 615870.928 N (taken from the center of the project using a Trimble 
Nomad GPS unit)  
Elevation: 1,311 to 1,337 feet 
Owner and Address: Sterling Warner, P.O. Box 642, Rancho Santa Fe, California  92067 
Survey Type: Phase I Intensive Pedestrian Survey 
Date of Survey: December 4, 2015 
Field Crew: Principal Investigator Brian F. Smith and field technicians Kirstie McPeek and 
James Shrieve conducted the pedestrian survey.  Native American monitor Mario Herrera of 
Native Grounds was present for the cultural resources survey of the project area. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc. (BFSA) conducted an archaeological assessment for 
the Tractor Supply – Valley Center Project to assess the potential for cultural resources within 
the Area of Potential Effect (APE).  Bell Holdings, LLC is currently processing a Major Use 
Permit and Site Plan for APNs 186-270-10, 186-270-12, and 186-270-24 in San Diego County, 
California.  The proposed development consists of a commercial building site fronting on Valley 
Center Road.  The property is mostly vacant, but also includes a single-family dwelling on the 
most westerly side of the subject site.  The property has been completely disturbed by the 
existing agricultural and developmental uses, as non-native grasses, oak trees, shrubbery, and 
introduced eucalyptus and oleander species were observed. 
 
RESULTS OF THE INSTITUTIONAL RECORDS SEARCHES AND RESEARCH 

 
BFSA reviewed an archaeological records search for a one-mile radius around the project 

area (Attachment B) that was conducted by the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC) at San 
Diego State University (SDSU).  The SCIC reported that one previously recorded archaeological 
site, P-37-015413, exists within the project boundaries.  The site consists of an isolated gray 
felsite flake, which was recorded by RMW Paleo Associates in 1993.  Within a one-mile radius 
of the project, an additional 55 cultural resource locations have been recorded (Table 1).  The 
previously recorded sites are primarily milling features sites (N=21) and milling feature sites 
with associated artifact scatters (N=9), which account for 54 percent of the recorded sites listed 
in Table 1.  Ten sites are historic and two sites are dual component historic and prehistoric sites.  
The remaining sites consist of prehistoric isolates, artifact scatters, and residential camps (N=14).  
The majority of these sites are related to prehistoric food procurement and processing.  In total, 
43 cultural resource studies have been conducted within a one-mile radius of the project area, 
three of which included the project APE (Chase 1984; Chace and Collins 1987; Foster and 
Gallegos 2008). 
 

Table 1 
Archaeological Sites Located Within  

One Mile of the Tractor Supply – Valley Center Project  
 

Site(s) Description 

SDI-10,624, P-37-015413, P-37-028563,  
P-37-029061, P-37-033519, P-37-033520,  

P-37-033521, and P-37-022522 
Prehistoric isolate 

SDI-5531, SDI-7987, SDI-10,448,  
SDI-10,458, SDI-10,464, SDI-10,554,  Bedrock milling feature(s) 



A Negative Cultural Resources Survey Report for the Tractor Supply – Valley Center Project  
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 
 
 

 
 

3 

Site(s) Description 

SDI-10,556, SDI-12,636, SDI-13,578,  
SDI-13,588, SDI-13,590, SDI-13,594,  
SDI-13,597, SDI-13,598, SDI-13,599,  
SDI-13,601, SDI-16,297, SDI-21,073,  

SDI-21,308, SDI-21,309, and SDI-21,446 
SDI-289, SDI-5529, SDI-5579A-C,  
SDI-5812, SDI-10,453, SDI-13,585,  

SDI-19,030, SD-21,074, and SDI-21,114 

Bedrock milling feature(s)  
with an associated scatter 

SDI-265, SDI-290, and SDI-5530 Prehistoric artifact scatter 
SDI-295, SDI-5811, and SDI-10,564 Prehistoric residential camp 

SDI-5532/H 
Prehistoric bedrock milling  

feature(s) with an associated scatter  
and a historic rock wall with barbed wire 

SDI-5525/H Bedrock milling features 
 and a historic rock wall 

SDI-21,075 Historic ceramic scatter 
P-37-028085 Historic barn 
SDI-13,595/H Historic refuse deposit 

SDI-13,729 Historic Corral Liquor and  
Valley Center Post Office and Store 

SDI-12,651/H,  
P-37-028083, and P-37-280084 Historic residence 

SDI-11,269/H Historic rock wall,  
foundation, and barbed wire 

SDI-11,268/H Historic residence and trash deposit 
SDI-5526/H Historic bedrock outcrop and barbed wire 

 
BFSA also reviewed the following historic sources: 

 
• The National Register of Historic Places Index 
• The Office of Historic Preservation, Archaeological Determinations of Eligibility 
• The Office of Historic Preservation, Directory of Properties in the Historic Property 

Data File 
• The USGS 7.5-minute Valley Center Quadrangle (1948) 
• San Diego County Historic Roads Map (1769 to 1885) 
• Official Map of San Diego County (1872) 

 
The records search information indicates the presence of an isolated cultural resource within the 
project.  Isolates do not constitute an archaeological site nor are isolates considered to be 
potentially significant.  The largest number of sites indicated by the records search and the 
background research suggests that sites relating to limited resource extraction and food 
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processing (bedrock milling features and artifact scatters) are the primary site types in the areas 
surrounding the property.   

BFSA also requested a records search of the Sacred Lands File (SLF) by the Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) (Attachment C).  The purpose of the SLF search was 
to determine whether or not Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs) had been recorded within or 
nearby the current APE.  The NAHC SLF search did not indicate the presence of any TCPs 
within the one-mile search radius.  In accordance with the recommendations of the NAHC, 
BFSA contacted all Native American consultants listed in the NAHC response letter.  All 
correspondence is provided in Attachment C.  However, for records searches and background 
research, the absence of positive results does not necessarily indicate the absence of cultural 
resources.  Per County of San Diego requirements, an archaeological survey was conducted for 
the project area.   
 
RESULTS OF THE FIELD SURVEY 
 

The archaeological survey of the subject property took place on December 4, 2015.  The 
intensive pedestrian survey was directed by Principal Investigator Brian F. Smith with assistance 
from field technicians Kirstie McPeek and James Shrieve.  Native American monitor Mario 
Herrera of Native Grounds was present for the cultural resources survey of the project. 

The entire project area was accessible for the survey, which consisted of an intensive 
reconnaissance consisting of a series of parallel survey transects spaced at approximately 10-
meter intervals oriented from north to south across the property, as appropriate.  The entire 
property was accessible and ground surface visibility ranged from 80 to 100 percent, with 
landscaping and vegetation obscuring ground visibility in some areas.  In general, the property 
has been nearly completely disturbed to some extent by previous grading and development.  The 
property is surrounded by agricultural and developmental uses, large-lot residences, and vacant 
land.  The property may be characterized as generally level terrain, as the area has been 
previously graded. 

The pedestrian survey encountered a nearly vacant parcel with a single-family residence 
(to be demolished), which according to aerial photographs, was built between 1968 and 1980, 
and a few oak trees on the property.  This characterization of the property as disturbed by 
clearing and cultivation is relevant to the consideration of cultural resources on the property.  For 
the current APE, if surface deposits of cultural resources were present, they would have been 
readily observable.  Photographs were taken to document project conditions at the time of the 
survey (Plate 1).  The survey did not result in the identification of any cultural resources within 
the project APE.  No artifacts or bedrock milling features were observed on the property.  The 
reported isolated flake could not be relocated and we assume that the artifact has been removed 
by the ongoing use of the property. 
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The Phase I archaeological assessment for the Tractor Supply – Valley Center Project 

was negative for the presence of cultural resources.  Despite the indication of previously 
recorded cultural resources based upon the SCIC records search data, the pedestrian survey 
returned no findings.  It is likely that the previously recorded isolate, P-37-015413, was removed.  
Based upon the results of the survey and the lack of any potential for cultural resources on this 
property, no site-specific mitigation measures will be required.  However, because of the number 
of recorded sites in close proximity to the project APE, mitigation monitoring will be 
recommended as a condition of approval.  Monitoring would be conditioned to include both an 
archaeologist and a Native American representative during the grading.  In the event that any 
archaeological features or deposits are encountered, the discovery will be secured from further 
disturbance until the discovery can be reported to the County of San Diego and subsequently 
evaluated for significance.  Any significant discoveries would require mitigation measures to 
reduce the effect of direct impacts prior to releasing the discovery location to the grading 
operation. 
 
 
 
 

Plate 1: Overview of the project area, facing southwest. 
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Sincerely,   

 
 
Brian F. Smith 
Principal Investigator 
Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc. 
14010 Poway Road, Suite A 
Poway, California  92064 
(858) 484-0915 
 
Attachments: 

Attachment A – Figures 
Attachment B – Archaeological Records Search Results 
Attachment C – NAHC Sacred Lands File Search Results  
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South Coastal Information Center
San Diego State University
5500 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92182-5320
Office: (619) 594-5682
www.scic.org
nick@scic.org

Company: Brian F. Smith & Associates Inc

Company Representative: Eric Rodriguez

Date Processed: 11/29/2015

Project Identification: Tractor Supply #15-173

Search Radius: 1 mile

Historical Resources: YES

Previous Survey Report Boundaries: YES

Historic Maps: YES

Historic Addresses: YES

Hours: 1

RUSH: no

Trinomial and Primary site maps have been reviewed. All sites within the project 
boundaries and the specified radius of the project area have been plotted. Copies of 
the site record forms have been included for all recorded sites.

Project boundary maps have been reviewed. National Archaeological Database 
(NADB) citations for reports within the project boundaries and within the specified 
radius of the project area have been included.

The historic maps on file at the South Coastal Information Center have been reviewed, 
and copies have been included.

A map and database of historic properties (formerly Geofinder) has been included. 

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL RESOURCES INFORMATION SYSTEM
RECORDS SEARCH

Quads: 1

Aerial Photos: 0

Summary of SHRC Approved 
CHRIS IC Records Search 

Elements

Address-Mapped Shapes: no

Digital Database Records: 0

Spatial Features: 108

PDFs: Yes

PDF Pages: 482

RSID: 1139

This is not an invoice. Please pay from the monthly billing statement
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